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Women demand Equal Rights
The 96th International Women’s Day was
celebrated on 8 March 2006 all over the
nation. It is widely believed that this day
is a very important and for women to
prove their solidarity and for their voice
to be heard.

With the slogan of “Women’s equal
rights, peace and democracy” Shanti
Malika, a network of women’s
organizations for peace, came forward
joining hands -with its member
organizations, and organized a peace
rally on International Women’s Day.
Thousands of women and men from
around fifty organizations took part in
this peace rally. In this silent peace rally,
various women groups and ethnic
groups from different districts and
villages participated to demand equal
rights, peace and democracy.

The on-going conflict in the country has
made women not just victims but also
survivors with the scars from the
current conflict. They have had to

shoulder the burden of responsibility that
has fallen on them due to the deaths of
men in the villages, involvement of men
in conflicts, migration from villages and
displacement. They have had to care for
their children, generate income for
themselves and be prepared to protect
their property. Thus, the circumstances of
the conflict have made the women more
vulnerable. Several attempts have been
made to restore peace in the country.
Human rights organizations, different
non-government organizations, activists,
media and social workers have been
trying to raise awareness about peace and
human rights. The present political
instability has curtailed women’s rights.
Many ordinances have been promulgated
after the dissolution of parliament but no
such initiation has been made so far to
bring about positive changes for women.

Moreover, adequate efforts for
sustainable peace building are still
lacking. Peace talks and voices for long-
lasting peace should start right from the

community and go up to the national
level, thereby ensuring equal
participation of women and men at all
levels of society.

Women have had to struggle so much
to make their voices heard. This is the
only day in which the women’s
achievement are being celebrating, it is
their day of building solidarity and
exerting pressure for equal rights,
peace and democracy.

Sabita Joshi
DB Co-ordinator

Dear Readers,

As we welcome the New Year 2063 of lunar calendar, let us be reminded of the hard

work and the energy of the people who has dedicated their life to achieve peace.

 Let us remember the women’s cry for peace in their own homes, community, and the

entire country that they be treated with dignity.  Let us also revere those who

continuously advocate for gender equality, and those who recognize the importance

of women’s participation in the process toward achieving peace and democracy in

our country.

May we all welcome the New Year 2063 with the thought that peace is achievable in

Nepal, because it is something that we used to own.  Wishing you all a very happy,

healthy, prosperous and peaceful New Year 2063!!!

Sincerely,

Saloni Singh

Executive Chair

DidiBahini and Youth Forum Members are very

much thankful to everyone who have been

supportive, generous and a great motivating

factor for our Meera Shanti Scholarship Fund for

the children of women conflict survivors in the

country.

We would like to thank those who

supported us in “Realm of Realism”, an Art

Exhibition from which we have been able to

continue to raise more funds for our

scholarship program. We would also like to

thank, “Tewa”  for giving us grant money to

continue our program. Special thanks also

goes to DidiBahini Friends and all the DB

youth forum members; for their valuable

contribution.

Meera Shanti Scholarship Fund will

be a small help for the education of those

children who have suffered from conflict.  We

will be providing a full scholarship till the

child finishes his/her S.L.C. The criteria and

procedures for the selection are in process. A

board of directors is being constituted for the

proper management and continuity of the

program. The amount that we have raised will

be used as seed money which will hopefully

grow into a beautiful tree and produce fruits

in the future.

Once again, thank you all very much for

your support and kind-heart in making our vision

become a reality. Piece by Piece we shall make

Peace prevail, and you have contributed a piece of

your peace.

Pranjali ,

DB Youth Forum

Letter of Gratitude

Letter from the Chair
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Raising Awareness on HIV/AIDs

For Every Woman
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Youth at International onPeace and Justice Conference

» People-Based Development Training
accomplished in 12 VDCs of four
districts.

» Sharing and interaction on
“Women’s rights to information
through District Resource and
Learning Center” accomplished.

» Training on Performance
Management for DB staff
completed.

» Strategic Planning workshop for DB
board members and staffs
accomplished.

» DB youth members participated in
the International Conference on
Peace and Justice held in Mumbai
India.

» DB youth Forum member
participated in the International
Youth Volunteerism Summit 2006
held in Chicago.

» Organised and participated in a
Peace Rally and Women’s Day Rally

» Youth Forum organised a "Paint for

Peace" program in DB central office.

International Youth Volunteerism Summit 2006

Gist of Activities

Youth Forum
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An International
Youth
Volunteerism
Summit (IYVS) was
held in Chicago,
USA. The event
was organized by
the Center for
International and

Comparative Studies, IYVS team and took
place at the North Western University.
The four-day Summit began on 23
February 2006.   More than 500
applicants from more than 100 countries
express their interest to join the IYVS.
However, only 65 delegates from the USA
and 9 from elsewhere in the world were
selected.

 summit consisted different workshops
and keynote presentations. It dealt on
the issues like grassroots development;
legal organization; team management;
fund raising etc which gave an
additional knowledge on development
issues of developing countries. The
summit also focused on empowerment
of young people by giving knowledge,
skills and opportunities. The
international delegates were from
Nepal, Morocco, Kenya, Nigeria,
Kyrgyzstan, Singapore, Ukraine, Yemen
and Pakistan, one delegate
representing each country.  I
represented Nepal as one of the team
leaders of DidiBahini Youth Forum.

Suran Maharjan,
DB Youth Forum member
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Kathmandu: Local Government Supports DB Women Forum

Nabina, Rajendra, Sita and Sulav,
DB Youth Forum
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Stamp
here

Glimpse of activities
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» People-Based Development Training in all

DB working VDCs. (continued)

» Training on Local Resource Mobilisation

for VDC WFs.

» WFs of Kathmandu will be initiating

different income generating programs

from the resources provided by the

Kathmandu DDC.

» Youth Forum is  organising another

painting program "Paint for Peace"

» Interaction on different relevent issues in

District Reource and Learning

Centers(DRLCs).
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